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CHAMONIX MONT-BLANC, THE BIRTHPLACE OF SKIING
Chamonix is a trailblazer in the world of winter sports. It
hosted the first winter Olympic Games in 1924, then the
world championships twice. It equipped its mountains
with some of the first ever cable cars as well as the iconic
Aiguille du Midi. A versatile adventure playground, it has
also given birth to generations of champions in search of
both perfection and the extreme, pushing the boundaries
of human achievement in this beautiful but unforgiving
environment.
The Kandahar represents skiing history with a capital ‘H’.
This emblematic event has been part of the valley’s history
since 1948 and will again make history this year due to the
unusual circumstances that we find ourselves in.
Due to the health measures related to COVID-19, the FIS
(International Ski Federation) has actually had to change
the 2020/2021 alpine skiing World Cup calendar to avoid
mixing disciplines (speed and technique, men and women)
and reduce long trips. Consequently Chamonix Mont-Blanc
/ Les Houches, which was initially intended to host a downhill and a parallel giant slalom, was finally awarded 2 men’s
slaloms on 30th and 31st of January.

‘‘Of course we all dream of seeing a downhill on La Verte again, and it’s only a matter of time until that happens
again. The uncertainty surrounding Covid and the cancellations to the calendar, mean that we can count ourselves rather lucky. Our efforts to transform the track have pleased the FIS, which has put its trust in us again this
year. Our teams are well established and will do everything possible to ensure that Kandahar 2021 is a success
with a French team who are performing at the top of their game.’’
Frédéric Comte, director of Chamonix Sports Club
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PROGRAMME
SATURDAY 30 JANUARY 2021 - SLALOM
PISTE VERTE DES HOUCHES
9.30 am - 1st run
12.30 pm - 2nd run
Prize-giving ceremony in the finish area

SUNDAY 31 JANUARY 2021 - SLALOM
PISTE VERTE DES HOUCHES
9.30 am - 1st run
12.30 pm - 2nd run
Prize-giving ceremony in the finish area
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THE PISTE
The ‘Verte’ in Les Houches is green in name only. A
legendary piste in the Mont-Blanc massif in the commune of Les Houches, it is bordered by fir trees and
takes its name from the greenery that surrounds it and
the direction of the sun, which often means the piste is
frozen and appears ‘green’. It is, in fact, a black run, with
a vertical drop of 870 metres and a course length of
3343 metres. The best skiers in the world can be down
in two minutes. A series of very technical passages and
jumps, such as La Cassure and the Goulet, make this
descent one of the most beautiful in the world. It is the
only downhill track on the Men’s World Cup circuit approved by the FIS in Haute-Savoie.
The slalom takes place on the bottom of the Verte,
a majestic scene for both athletes and spectators
alike, who can see almost the entire course from the
grandstands. It may not be the most technically difficult piste on the circuit, but there is no room for
error. The margins between skiers are tight and the
slightest mistake may cost them dearly, making tactics and precision of the utmost importance for the
slalom racers.

THE EVENT EXPLAINED
A highly technical event. Slalom requires speed and
velocity because the gates are so tightly spaced.
(Between 4m and 15m apart with a total of 40 to
75 gates).
Each skier has two runs with both times being added
together. Only the 30 fastest from the first run get to
race in the second. The racers start the second run
in reverse time order from the first run, which means
that the 30th place first-run finisher will start first. It’s
always a thrilling race as this is a discipline where
skiers can easily make mistakes.

THE SLALOM COURSE
Start altitude: 1169 m
Finish altitude: 985 m
Vertical drop: 184 m
Length: 624 m
Average slope angle: 31 %
Minimum slope angle: 10 %
Maximum slope angle: 45 %

THE CHALLENGE
Due to changes in the calendar this year’s traditional
inaugural race in Levi will only play host to the women ‘s event. The men’s slalom events will start much
later than usual, with the first taking place on the 21
December in Alta Badia. The slaloms on the 30 and
31 January in Chamonix Mont-Blanc/Les Houches will
conclude a particularly busy and intense start to the
season as athletes will already have competed in 9
out of the 11 World Cup races by then. The slaloms in
Chamonix Mont-Blanc/Les Houches are also the last
before the World Championships.
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THE HEADLINERS
CLÉMENT NOEL (FRA), the talented 23-year-old Frenchman, 2nd in
the general classification of the Slalom World Cup 2020 and winner
of last year’s slalom on La Verte, will once again be the man to beat
this year.
ALEXIS PINTURAULT (FRA), the most versatile skier in France. Doubly
unhappy last year at the Chamonix events he will be keen to shine
this year. Accustomed to competing in two races on a weekend (often a giant on Saturday and a slalom on Sunday) he will have an
advantage over pure slalom racers who are not used to competing
in two races one after the other.
HENRIK KRISTOFFERSEN (NOR) has the best track record of World
Cup podium positions (along with Alexis Pinturault) following the
departure of Marcel Hirsher (62 podiums) at the start of this season.
Winner of the general classification of the Slalom and giant world cup and 3rd in the overall classification of the 2020 World Cup,
Norway’s fine technician will be looking to make a real impression
this year.
DANIEL YULE (SUI) 3rd in the overall classification for the 2020
slalom World Cup and a frequent participant in some of the most
fabled races (winning Madonna Di Campiglio, Adelboden and Kitzbühel and coming 3rd in Schladming last year). This year he will be
out for revenge in this race, having been forced to withdraw from
the slalom last winter.
RAMON ZENHÄUSERN (SUI) has upset the established order with
his distinctive giant Slalom style (he is 2m tall) and unique racing
lines. Both friendly and effective, the Swiss (4th overall in the Slalom
World Cup 2020), intends to earn his place on the podium this year.
LOIC MEILLARD (SUI), in good shape at the beginning of this season
(5th of the giant in Sölden) he has already had the honour of taming
‘La Verte’ where he won the parallel giant slalom last year. A sweet
taste of victory that he hopes to savour again in this winter’s slalom.
LUCAS BRAATHEN (NOR), the new Norwegian phenomenon has
got the season off to a flying start by winning the giant in Sölden at
only 21 years old. His passion and talent suggest that he might be
the dark horse of the race...
ALEX VINATZER (ITA) is the new wonder boy from Italy and a dedicated slalom racer. At times last winter he showed us that he was
capable of rivalling even the brightest stars of his sport, but too
many errors prevented him from making it to the podium. This year
we’ll see if consistency is one of his strengths.
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OVER 100 YEARS OF SKI RACING IN CHAMONIX

MONT-BLANC

Chamonix has a unique ‘savoir-faire’ when
it comes to hosting ski events. The first international ski events were organised in the
valley at the turn of the 20th Century (1908).
In 1924 Chamonix hosted the very first Winter Olympic Games (the 2024 Olympics in
Paris will be a celebration of that centenary)
and in 1937 the World Championships were
held on the pistes of Les Houches (with a
victory for Emile Allais).
1948 the first “Arlberg Kandahar” race took
place on the ‘Piste des Glaciers’ and the Kandahar World Cup race was then regularly
held on the ‘Piste Verte’ in Les Houches. 2020
will be the twentieth time the race has been
held in the valley! There are other notable
events to add to this list, which is by no means exhaustive... The World Championships in 1962, the World Junior
Championships in 2010 and numerous World Championships in ski-jumping, Telemark and freeride skiing.
Since 2014 the Junior Kandahar has also been a regular fixture, enabling young skiers to follow in the footsteps
of the international champions.

TEAM CHAMONIX : SPORTING AMBASSADORS
In order to showcase the wide variety of outdoor sports in the Mont
Blanc Massif, 14 high-level athletes have been chosen to represent
the Chamonix Valley at major national and international competitions.
The Team supports current and future champions in the key sports of:
Nordic skiing, trail running, ski mountaineering, alpine skiing, biathlon
and snowboarding including:
• Coline SAGUEZ, ranked 38th in the world by age group, alpine skiing
• Blaise GIEZENDANNER, 4th at the Olympic Games, downhill skiing
• Léo SLEMETT, World champion, freeride skiing
• Enora LATUILLIERE, Vice Champion World Championships, biathlon
• Merlin SURGET, 3rd place World Cup, boardercross
• Martin COLLET, 3rd place World Championships, cross country skiing
• Sacha DEVILLAZ, 14th place UTMB, 4th in CCC, trail running
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
FRENCH ‘‘TECHNICIANS’’ OF THE KANDAHAR
GUY PERILLAT, WINNER OF THE ALPINE
COMBINED 1961 & 1968
‘‘The Kandahar and La Verte are essentially all about
downhill! This mythical piste has been a playground
for the most talented downhill skiers since 1948 and
feedback from the racers and their enthusiastic supporters confirms that it is now also perfectly suited to
slalom. So, we’re all really looking forward to these
two slaloms this winter and I can’t wait to see those
champions of speed on this superb slope, which has
been revived thanks to significant investment by the
local authorities.’’

ALEXIS PINTURAULT, WINNER OF THE
SUPER COMBINED 2016
‘‘My best memory in Chamonix Mont-Blanc/Les
Houches?
My victory in 2016! That day I won my first Crystal
Globe in Alpine Combined. I remember it was a long
day with a lot of delays due to bad weather. There were
a lot of emotions as well as pride. I also remember the
chocolate globe! Since the Crystal Globe is only given at
the end of season, Chamonix Mont-Blanc/Les Houches
provided me with a Globe made of white chocolate. It
was a nice touch!’’

CLÉMENT NOËL, WINNER OF THE SLALOM
KANDAHAR 2020
‘‘Two slaloms in Chamonix Mont-Blanc/Les Houches
- what great news! We are all very happy to racing in
France. As we won’t have the Val d’Isère slalom this year,
this event will be the big one of the season. Especially
for me as I have great memories of both my victory and
the amazing spectators last year. Obviously, we don’t
know if there will be the same atmosphere this year,
but the course is there, the enthusiasm is there and we’ll
give it all we’ve got to make it a race to remember! It’s
also important that we gain confidence and end the
month of January on a positive note before the world
championships. We know that Chamonix Mont-Blanc/
Les Houches is a piste that suits our French skiers well
and despite the uncertainties this season, I hope that it’s
going to be a great race.’’
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THE RACE
Eric Fournier, President of the Communauté de Commune of
the Chamonix Mont-Blanc Valley

‘‘We are delighted that the FIS and FFS have once again entrusted us with
this event. Every member of our organising team is determined to honour this
trust, despite the current pressures that we all face. The 2020 event was a huge
success with both the public and the media, proving the value of the works
on both the Battendier Schuss and those which brought the finish area up to
international standards. As we reach the hundred years anniversary of the first
Winter Olympics in Chamonix Mont-Blanc, our valley is even more devoted
than ever to its culture of hosting international sporting events; events which
have carried the name of Chamonix far beyond our borders for nearly a century. To be included in the select group which organises the Grand Cirque Blanc
events is a real honour, and one that brings our valley global recognition and
a world class reputation.’’

Ghislaine Bossonney, Mayor of Les Houches

‘‘My entire team is delighted. This is a historic competition which takes
place on the Verte in Les Houches and it is very dear to our hearts. This
year we face a new challenge with the current health crisis. It will be difficult in terms of organisation, but this is a complicated and uncertain
time for us all! With the help of the public and our partners, we will do
everything we can to make sure that these two slaloms are a success!’’

Michel Vion, President of the French Ski Federation

‘‘The 3 years of work undertaken on the Chamonix Mont-Blanc/Les Houches
piste have successfully met the FIS standards for both the technical and
speed disciplines. This, together with the popularity and sporting success of
the 2020 Kandahar; and in spite the current context; means that Haute-Savoie will be able to host two men’s world cup events this winter. The FIS has
given Chamonix its vote of confidence, guaranteeing it a regular place on
the FIS calendar, with, we all hope, the long-awaited return of the Downhill. Whatever measures we need to put in place, we are still greatly looking
forward to seeing our French champions and our great team of slalom racers on the la Verte piste.’’

Frédéric Comte, director of the Chamonix Sports Club

‘‘Hosting two slaloms is really excellent news and follows the success of
the slalom event here in 2020. The huge number of enthusiastic spectators, (35,000 people, the maximum capacity, attended over the whole
weekend in 2020) and impressive media coverage (including the highest
winter audience figures for Eurosport in France) combined with Clément
Noël’s exquisite victory and a course that was magnificent despite the difficult weather conditions, all suggest that these two races will be some of
the most popular in this season’s alpine calendar. With the added attraction them being the last slaloms before the world championships!’’
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ORGANISATION
THE COURSE CHIEF’S CHECKLIST

FOCUS ON THE ‘‘BIQUALIFICATION
MOUNTAIN PROFESSIONS’’

It’s the end of October and as the timing equipment is
being tested and the camera positions decided, work
on preparing the course is already underway. This is the
start of a feat of craftmanship which will be signed off
by the notorious and dreaded FIS «snow control» some
ten days before the competitions and which will finish on the morning of the race itself. The artificial snow
which is so essential for slalom events, will be produced
as soon as the first cold snap arrives. The snow is worked to make it very compact, it is then wet to increase
its density and pushed and aerated before spreading it
on the piste, packing it down and injecting it with water before the whole process starts again. The aim is to
create a mille-feuille of layers (4 to 5 being the optimal
number), which will be maintained and refined according to the weather conditions (thaws, snowfall) until
the day of the race itself. In the meantime, the A-nets
will be installed, the training slope prepared, the start
and finish areas set up and the on-site teams briefed.
Once the security and piste conditions are approved
the show can finally begin!

Since 2002 Roger Frison-Roche secondary school
in Chamonix Mont-Blanc has provided its students
with the opportunity to study for two diplomas
at the same time - a general or pro baccalaureate
and another diploma related to skiing or mountaineering. The diploma (DES) to become a national alpine or Nordic ski instructor, the diploma of
the State Ski School (DES) State Mountaineering
Diploma (DEA) to become a medium mountain
leader (AMM) or mountain guide (GHM), and the
national first-aid tracker certificate (BNPS). Of 180
students involved, 96 of them are involved in a
ski-related course and as such benefit from the
agreement between the Chamonix Sports Club
and the school, which allows them to support
the Kandahar team by helping to smooth out the
piste before the race.

AN EVENT SUPPORTED BY THE WHOLE VALLEY
On the piste

You don’t necessarily see them, but on D-Day, there will
be more than 150 people working on and around the
piste. Among those working in the wings will be 100
students from Roger Frison Roche secondary school
in Chamonix Mont-Blanc who are studying for qualifications as “Mountain Professionals” and who will help
smooth out the run. There are also about 20 ESF ski
instructors who will help with a variety of tasks: laying
the nets, injecting the piste, setting up the start and
finish areas, manning the entrances; as well as approximately 30 interns from the ENSA (Ecole Nationale
de Ski et d’Alpinisme) UF Technique course who will
smooth and prepare the training slope, together with
30 coaches from neighbouring ski clubs charged
with course and pole maintenance.

Security

‘‘It’s a great experience! We’re mostly avid ski fans
or have competed ourselves and this gives us the
chance to be up close to the skiers that we’re used
to seeing on TV. We see them warm up, mentally
prepare themselves at the start line and then ski
right past us. There’s also a bit of pressure for us.
Even if we are good skiers, we’re all a little scared
of falling when smoothing out a piste that’s really
icy. You have to make sure you start at the right
time and stop at the right place. Regardless, I’m
super happy to be involved again this year!’’
Matéo, student, 17 years old - ‘lisseur’ on the 2020
Kandahar piste

In the stands

Added to this are hundreds of volunteers, about fifty
gendarmes, dozens of CRS from the National Alpine
Training Centre, firefighters, military personnel and
volunteers from the Red Cross and the ‘Chamoniarde’
who are all there to make sure the event runs safely
and smoothly.

26% of the 35,000 spectators who attended the
2020 race weekend were residents of the Chamonix
Mont-Blanc Valley and 43% came from neighbouring regions (Haute-Savoie). It’s worth noting that
for 40% of them this was their first World Cup and
more than 95% of those who attended were keen
to attend again.
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A LEGENDARY VALLEY AT THE CROSSROADS OF 3 COUNTRIES
The Chamonix Mont-Blanc valley lies at the borders of Switzerland and Italy and is made up of the following
resorts (from west to east):
Servoz, an authentic picture-book alpine village which stands at the entrance to the valley .
Les Houches, a village and a family ski resort, with an unforgettable view of the Aiguilles de Chamonix.
Chamonix Mont-Blanc, world capital of skiing and mountaineering, a charming little town that has
managed to preserve a unique architectural heritage and whose long, rich history gives it a truly authentic atmosphere.
Argentière, with its Grands Montets ski area, is a favourite spot for freeriders and lovers of great skiing
from all over the world.
And finally Vallorcine, the most «natural» of the villages in the valley, located on the Swiss border, and
perfect for sports or simply relaxing.
Like so many other sporting and cultural events, the key highlights of the Kandahar take place throughout the
whole valley where a collective excitement positively vibrates through the mountains. This is nothing new for
Chamonix!
Since tourism first began in the 18th century, Chamonix Mont-Blanc has constantly filled the pages of the history books. This is the birthplace of mountaineering, it’s where mountain tourism first developed and where
the first Winter Olympic Games were born. Early technical breakthroughs allowed new summits to be climbed,
high altitude sports were invented and literary myths inspired the world for generations to come.
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A PLAYGROUND FOR EVERY TYPE OF WINTER SPORT
The birthplace of Alpine skiing, Chamonix is also a
Mecca for freeride skiing and ski-mountaineering
(all of which are inextricably linked in the valley).
The valley benefits from a stunning location and a
history of great technical infrastructure. In 1929 the
Brévent Téléphérique was inaugurated, followed in
1936 by the Bellevue Téléphérique. This made Chamonix the go-to destination for pre-war skiing. The
Aiguille du Midi lift was opened during the 1954-55
season (the highest lift-accessible peak in Europe)
further increasing the appeal of Chamonix.
Alongside alpine skiing; Nordic skiing, biathlon and
ski-jumping have always been a part of Chamonix
culture; providing a steady stream of champions for
the French ski teams.

All French ski instructors and mountain guides are also
trained in Chamonix at the ENSA. (National Ski and
Mountaineering School, established in 1945).
These days, tourists from all over the world come to
enjoy high-altitude skiing with a 360 degree view of
Mont Blanc. This enormous and beautiful playground
is filled with endless possibilities - hurtling down the
20km off-piste of the Vallée Blanche; skiing or boarding
down the spectacular descents of the Grands-Montets; taking in the awesome view from Brévent-Flégère
or enjoying the gentler family slopes in the resorts of
Les Houches and Le Tour.

THIS SUMMER
CLIMBING WORLD CUP

THE OTHER KEY DATE FOR THE WORLD’S BEST

As climbing becomes an Olympic discipline and
the sport steps into the limelight, Chamonix will
host a lead climbing stage of the World Cup for
the 20th year. It will be a real nail biter!
See you from 11 - 13 July 2021.

MARATHON DU MONT-BLANC

This legendary event began in July 1979 with 450
participants. Since then the Mont Blanc Marathon
has evolved, becoming more professional each
year, and is now a part of the Golden Trail World Series. The event, which takes place from the 24 – 27
June 2021, provides nature-loving runners with a
unique opportunity to enjoy some of Chamonix’s
incredible trails.
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AGENCE LINKS COMMUNICATION
Karen ALLAIS-PALLANDRE
karen@linkscom.fr
Pauline SCUOTTO
pauline@linkscom.fr
+334 50 91 41 08
www.linkscom.fr

ORGANISATION

CLUB DES SPORTS DE CHAMONIX MONT-BLANC
club@chamonixsport.com
+334 50 53 11 57
www.chamonixworldcup.com
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